An Understanding and Agreement for

A Godparent at Baptism or A Sponsor at Confirmation

Role of Sponsor or Godparent:  It is an ancient custom of the Church that at the baptism of infants, godparents be present to represent the extended spiritual family of the child being baptized and the role of the Church as a mother.  Later godparents help the parents so children will profess the faith chosen for them and live up to it.  Each baptized child may have either a godfather or godmother, or both.

Requirements for a Sponsor or Godparent:

1. The godparent should be mature enough to understand, accept and carry out the duties of a godparent.  That person normally should be 16 years of age, but exceptions are possible.

2. The godparent must have received the three sacraments of initiation – Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.

3. The godparent should be living an exemplary life consistent with faith and the responsibilities of a godparent through attendance at Church and following the teaching of Christ’s Church.

4. The godparent must be a member of the Catholic Church.  In the case of baptism, a baptized and believing Christian may act as a Christian witness as long as there is also a Catholic godparent.  The Catholic godparent must take this paper to his/her Parish and      have his/her pastor sign and imprint the church seal on it.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Understanding and Agreement

I understand my role, and the requirements as a godparent or sponsor for:

________________________________

Child’s Name (Please Print)

and I accept these responsibilities

________________________________              ________________________________   

          Godparent/Sponsor Signature
                              Godparent/Sponsor Printed Name

I concur that the above person understands & meets the requirements as a godparent or sponsor.

\      _________________________________                  _______________________________
   Godparent’s Pastor’s Signature                
       (Godparent’s Church Name and Seal)

Please return to St. Norbert Church at the address below
